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For-profit term paper service gets an F 
Cyclist and mental health crusader 
receives warm welcome at Langara
By Shawn Gill 
and Patrick JohnSton
W
hile Langara’s faculty de-
bate whether or not to adopt 
the American plagiarism 
detection service Turnitin, a 
Vancouver company called Acemy-
termpaper is charging $25 to $30 per 
page to write students’ essays for them. 
The service, which is advertised on 
bulletin boards throughout Langara, 
promises to write papers tailored to 
the student’s proficiency with English 
and education level. Orders can be 
placed over the phone or online.
Last Tuesday, The Voice placed a 
phone order to research and write a re-
search paper for a first-year political 
science course. 
After a payment of $313.80 and a 
short interview, a 2,000-word research 
paper was delivered via email the fol-
lowing evening. 
Political science instructor Stephen 
Phillips scored it 14 out of 30. He said 
that though the paper was grammati-
cally correct, it lacked substance and 
demonstrated a lack of comprehension. 
“A lot of terms were thrown in with-
out evidence that the student knew 
what they mean,” said Phillips.  He also 
pointed out that the bibliography 
lacked page numbers.
Phillips said that had he received the 
assignment from a student, “I would 
call the student in and ask them some 
pointed questions about the paper.”
College deans were not available to 
comment on the service.
UBC political science professor Rich-
ard Johnston ran the paper through 
Turnitin, which said 16 per cent of its 
content was similar to other papers in 
its database, a low score. 
“There are a few [sentences] that 
look as if they have been cut and past-
ed,” he said in an email.
Acemytermpaper advertises itself in 
Chinese and English flyers posted on 
bulletin boards across campus as a 
Vancouver-based team of professional 
writers and editors. 
 “We do the research, the writing, 
the analysation, the editing. We can get 
it to you by tomorrow,” Acemytermpa-
per’s owner, Wilson KP Lee, said at the 
time the paper was ordered.
The Voice later spoke to Lee, who ex-
plained by phone: “We don’t write for 
students, what we do is model papers.”
The paper commissioned by The 
Voice was preformatted with place-
holder text for the student’s and in-
structor’s names and the course num-
ber. 
Lee refused further comment on the 
story.
As part of the ordering process, Ace-
mytermpaper supplied via email a 
“Project Criteria” form, asking for ad-
ditional information about the assign-
ment. 
The form asks what level the paper 
is for (undergraduate, graduate or 
post-graduate), the citation style need-
ed for the paper and how many sources 
were needed for the paper. 
Vancouver’s Acemytermpaper will write the essay of your choice for $25 to $30 per page
On the last day of a round-
the-world tour, Michael 
Schratter stops at campus
The design will remain 
secret, but designers says 
falcons will be included
By Martin wiSSMath
langara’s new coat of arms should be ready for graduates in June 2012, says the college’s chair of the 
design committee.
Joanne Rajotte, records manager for 
Langara and chair of the institutional 
heraldic design committee — that in-
cludes faculty, student alumni, and a 
retired college employee — said the 
process has taken longer than they ex-
pected.
“Realistically I would expect it to be 
ready to be put on [diplomas and de-
grees] for graduation in June,” Rajotte 
said. 
“We’re still working on it,” she add-
ed, “[the committee] will be meeting 
shortly to review the latest design, and 
we’ll just be looking at some small fur-
ther revisions.” 
The description of the design – called 
armorial bearings – has been approved 
and work on the actual graphic of the 
arms has begun, Rajotte said. The final 
design will be submitted for approval to 
the Canadian Heraldic Authority, the 
national body that oversees the cre-
ation of all coats of arms for Canadian 
citizens and organizations, including 
educational institutions.
Rajotte said the committee did not 
want to reveal anything until the de-
sign is finalized, but did mention the 
college’s icons will be included.
“We have falcons,” she said, noting 
that they would serve as supporters on 
either side of the shield, “and the open 
Coat of arms 
for college
PATRICK JOHNSTON photo
Langara soccer players Nolan Mcallister (left) and Valery Romanchick (middle) welcome Mi-
chael Schratter to Langara on Saturday, Nov. 12. It was his second-to-last stop of his world tour. 
By Patrick JohnSton
Braving Saturday’s driving rain, Vancouver schoolteacher Michael Schratter completed the final 
stretch of a 15-month round-the-world 
cycling tour to raise awareness about 
mental health.
Langara College was the second-to-
last stop of Schratter’s “Ride Don’t 
Hide” tour.
More than a hundred riders joined 
him for the final stretch along Cambie 
Street to Rogers Arena.
“33 countries later, one thing is com-
mon — people just want a little love, a 
little respect,” Schratter said.
Schratter said Abraham Lincoln, 
Beethoven, Winston Churchill and Ma-
donna all suffered from mental illness.
“This common affliction, one in five, 
20 per cent, doesn’t have to be so nega-
tively portrayed in media, it doesn’t 
have to be so negatively portrayed in 
Hollywood,” Schratter said. 
“I had to hide this affliction, as if it 
was a mark against my character.” 
Senator Larry Campbell was among 
the hundreds welcoming Schratter.
 “I’m here to celebrate Michael com-
ing home. I’m here to put the word out. 
It’s simply a disease. I’ve been saying 
for years if you could see schizophrenia 
on an x-ray, nobody would question it, 
but because we can’t, we’ve always 
stigmatized it,” Campbell said.
Mayor Gregor Robertson has de-
clared Aug. 1, 2012 as “Ride Don’t Hide 
Day” and the ride will be an annual Ca-
nadian Mental Health Association 
event, Schratter said. 
Rachel Lee said Schratter, her for-
mer grade 5 teacher, was constantly 
involved in David Oppenheimer Ele-
mentary but she’s amazed how he in-
fluences people beyond just students. 
Reading about Schratter’s journey 
inspired Douglas Leckie to create a 
project sharing the Ride Don’t Hide 
message at the Burnaby Centre for 
Mental Health and Addiction. Leckie, 
who joined Saturday’s final leg, is a re-
covered addict who suffers from men-
tal illness.
“I’ve felt alone in this for years and 
just seeing everybody here, it’s a sense 
of belonging, that I’m not alone,” he 
said at Rogers Arena.
Vancouver Canucks general manag-
er Mike Gillis presented Schratter with 
a Kevin Bieksa jersey, noting Bieksa 
was the late Rick Rypien’s best friend. 
Ex-Canuck Rypien suffered from de-
pression and committed suicide in Au-
gust.
Gillis said the Canucks hoped Sch-
ratter’s efforts could be incorporated 
into the team’s new mental health ini-
tiative, specifically at BC Children’s 
Hospital. See SHEILD DUE 2012, page 2
See PAPERS NOT FOR, page 3
“People just want a 
little love, 
a little 
respect.
MichaEl 
SchrattEr, 
cyclist and mental 
health advocate
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New app calls out for voters 
Security raises patrols over couches
Vancouver Votes is ‘useful,’ ‘simple’ and easy to navigate, student
After rips 
were found 
in two of 
the couches 
outside the 
cafeteria 
Langara is 
considering 
removing 
them
The heating and cooling 
system at Langara moves 
towards sustainability
By JEN ST. DENIS
W
ith the civic election loom-
ing this Saturday, the City of 
Vancouver is trying to reach 
young voters through their 
iPhones. 
In a bid to raise low voter turnout 
rates for municipal elections, the city 
has spent about $10,000 to develop an 
iPhone app called Vancouver Votes. 
The app is free to download and pro-
vides information about the candi-
dates, when and where to vote, and 
whether users are on the voter list.
“Our communications people [said] 
hands down, iPhone,” said Janice 
Mackenzie, chief electoral officer for 
the City of Vancouver. “We need to get 
at [young people] through an iPhone 
application.” 
Research shows that voter turnout 
for people between the ages of 18 and 
35 is consistently lower for all elec-
tions. The overall voter turnout for 
Vancouver’s last civic election was 31 
per cent, the lowest 
in 50 years, said 
Mackenzie. 
“It’s amazing 
when you think of 
it because the mu-
nicipal level of gov-
ernment has the 
greatest impact on 
our daily lives,” 
said Mackenzie. 
“It’s where the rub-
ber hits the road.”
The hot-button 
issues of this elec-
tion - affordable housing, bike lanes, 
and better transit - are also issues that 
affect young Vancouverites. But there 
are real consequences when young 
people don’t show up at the polls.
“One thing that’s already been ob-
served is that parties and governments 
pay less attention to youth issues,” said 
Stephen Phillips, a political science in-
structor at Langara. “Because they’re 
not showing up at the polls, they have 
less of an impact on the parties.”
Langara psychology student Ruby 
Bissett, 19, downloaded and tried out 
the Vancouver Votes app for The Voice. 
“I do think it’s useful. It’s simple, and 
it’s not super hard to understand or 
navigate,” said Bissett, who is planning 
to vote.
But some students aren’t interested 
in politics period, no matter how many 
different options they have to get infor-
mation about elections.
Arts and science student Zaw Paing, 
19, doesn’t think he’ll be voting this Sat-
urday.
“Probably not, I don’t think I have 
time for that,” said Paing. “I don’t know 
any of the people.”
Municipal elections will be held 
across B.C. on Nov. 19.
By CARLY WIGNES
Langara facilities management has threatened to take the couches out-side the cafeteria away in response 
to vandalism that first appeared two 
weeks ago. 
Wendy Lannard, the manager of fa-
cilities, noticed six hand-length tears in 
two of the couches last week. 
The rips cut through the pillow cas-
ings and are deep enough to suggest 
they were done with a knife, said Lan-
nard.
“Unfortunately, we may have to re-
move them now,” she said. “We’ll have 
to consider our options.” 
The couches, which are only two 
months old, cost about $900 each. 
Lannard said facilities must now 
consider replacing the seats with the 
steel benches and hard plastic seats 
that used to line the breezeway – 
“something that cannot be abused eas-
ily,” she said.  
But some students who enjoy the 
couches said that such measures are 
unnecessarily severe.
“It’s just college students acting like 
teenagers,” said second-year arts and 
sciences student Becky Tse. 
“[The couches] are a great place to 
hang out and to lounge around with 
friends,” she said. “They’re the only 
good place to sit and should be kept.”
General arts and sciences student 
Kiran Grewal said she does not think 
they should be removed or replaced. 
She thinks the couches should be left to 
deteriorate gradually over the years.
While Grewal said there is not much 
that can be done to figure out who 
caused the damage, Mel Fearman, the 
head of security, suggested otherwise.  
Security is going to increase patrols 
in the area where the vandalism is tak-
ing place, Fearman said. 
If students see any activity of the 
sort, he asked that they contact securi-
ty as quickly as possible. 
Fearman said there is a yellow emer-
gency call button adjacent to the infor-
mation booth. The button calls security 
directly. 
Students should try to get a detailed 
physical description of the suspect, he 
added.  
Both Lannard and Fearman said it is 
likely that the vandalism was caused 
by a single individual. Fearman urges 
students to make use of security.  
“We would like to catch that person,” 
Fearman said.    
By MORNA CASSIDY
IMEC Mechanical, the company re-sponsible for installing the innova-tive Thermenex heating and cooling 
system in Langara’s Building C and 
Students’ Union Building received a 
Gold award from the Vancouver Re-
gional Construction Association.  
The award, for “Sustainable Con-
struction and Innovation,” recognizes 
chief engineer Jeff Weston’s ground-
breaking system, which enables a 
building to heat and cool itself for the 
majority of the year.
“Receiving gold recognition by the 
VRCA will help change the way build-
ings are designed in the future,” 
Weston said. “Langara College in Van-
couver, B.C., which installed the first 
Thermenex system in 2009, deserves 
recognition for its willingness to use an 
emerging innovation, which was un-
proven at the time.”
The award nods to Langara’s com-
mitment to progressive development 
and sustainability that not only meets 
but often exceeds the widely praised 
Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) standards, ac-
cording to the Langara College sustain-
ability plan. Langara installed the first 
ever operating Thermenex system in 
Building C in 2009. In the same year the 
library opened to meet LEED gold stan-
dards and the new SUB was used as an 
industry benchmark for effective ther-
mal energy exchange marking Langara 
among the more progressive campuses 
in B.C.
Simple processes such as transfer-
ring heat generated in computer labs to 
other areas of the school is one way the 
Thermenex system has been put to use 
at Langara.
“I’m surprised more schools don’t do 
that and knowing that Langara has this 
system makes me proud to go here,” 
said Megan Chase, an arts and science 
student.  
A commitment to sustainability is an 
ongoing goal at Langara. “Langara has 
been working for years at becoming a 
truly sustainable campus, and we’re 
proud to be the first to pilot this innova-
tive system,” said Jay Strachan, direc-
tor of facilities and purchasing.
Future sustainability initiatives at 
Langara include moving toward 100 per 
cent recycling of paper, plastics, and 
glass including the recycling of plastic 
containers and non-refundable glass 
products; reducing campus paper us-
age; continuing to build new structures 
to meet LEED Gold Standards; encour-
aging the use of alternative forms of 
transportation and minimizing the 
campus energy consumption.
Clockwise from 
top: Students en-
joy the couches 
outside the cafete-
ria. Recent van-
dalism to the 
couches could re-
sult in them being 
removed. Becky 
Tse (centre) relax-
es on the couches 
with two of her 
friends.
CARLY WIGNES
photos
Thermenex 
wins Gold
Shield due in 2012
Stephen phILLIpS
Langara political 
science teacher
book has been retained. Those are the 
main elements.” 
A member of the Musqueam Band 
had also met with the committee to re-
view a First Nations element on the 
coat of arms, Rajotte said. Langara is 
situated on traditional Musqueam 
land.
“We thought it was important to pay 
homage to that tradition,” she said.
Langara Students’ Union board 
member Eli Zbar said it’s important the 
college be granted a coat of arms.
 “The elements in a coat of arms re-
ally explain all of the things that Lang-
ara stands for,” he said. “It will really 
improve the quality of the brand and 
the overall appeal of the school.” 
Zbar said he had seen some prelimi-
nary designs earlier this year.
“It looked good,” he said.
Continued from page 1
	 Voter information
	 Where to vote
	 When to vote
	 Candidate listings
	 News updates
	 After the polls are 
closed it will show 
the election results
Source: iTunes App Store
	
THE APP
information
Editor dErEk BEdry thE VoicE, thUrSdAy, NoVEmBEr 17, 2011campus news 3
Don’t Forget to Submit Your 
Health & Dental Claims from Last Year
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING CLAIMS FROM LAST YEAR (for students covered in 2010-2011)
All health and/or dental claims incurred on or before August 31, 2011 (for the 
2010-2011 policy year) must be received by the insurance company (Sun Life) by 
November 29, 2011. 
Be sure to leave adequate time for delivery. Claims received after the deadline will not be reimbursed. 
The address for Sun Life is recorded on the back of all claim forms. 
Claim forms are available at www.ihaveaplan.ca or call the Member Services Centre 
at 1 866 369-8796 from 9 am to 5 pm on weekdays.
Important notice for students who were enrolled 
in the LSU Health & Dental Plan in 2010-2011
ihaveaplan.ca
Have a smart phone 
with a QR code 
reader? Scan the box 
to be directed your 
Plan’s website.
By ALEXANDRA GRANT 
Langara students and faculty visit-ing other post-secondary institu-tions no longer have to battle long 
waits to get temporary access to the 
school’s wireless service. 
Langara officially connected to Edu-
roam on Oct. 25, a secure wireless ac-
cess service born in Europe in 2003 
that allows students, faculty and staff 
to access the Internet at any participat-
ing university or college.
“In a nutshell, Eduroam gives the ca-
pability of someone from Langara with 
a Langara user ID and password to go 
to any other campus...and be able to ac-
cess the Internet over wireless using 
their Langara internet password,” said 
Pierre-André Santin, director of Lang-
ara’s information technology services 
department. 
“When you arrive to a foreign cam-
pus...you don’t have to go to the IT of-
fice and ask for a temporary pass-
word,” he said.
The first organization to use Edu-
roam in Canada was BCNET, a not-for-
profit organization that provides 
shared IT services to post-secondary 
institutions in British Columbia.
“We started connecting institutions 
provincially here,” said Tamara Klein, 
BCNET’s communications manager. 
She said use of Eduroam will soon be 
widespread.
 “There’s been huge growth in B.C., 
and all of Canada is starting to catch up 
now as well...the growth is exponen-
tial.”
According to Ian Humphreys, Lang-
ara’s acting associate vice-president of 
student development, Eduroam in-
creases the flexibility of wireless ac-
cess.
 “With Eduroam, you’d be able to 
launch your browser and login as if you 
were here on campus,” said Hum-
phreys who added the often long and 
tedious process of needing to fill out 
guest login information was “a pain”.
Langara students are only able to ac-
cess the Internet on campus and at 
participating post-secondary institu-
tions at present. 
The IT department at Langara has 
plans to expand the scope of Eduroam 
access in the future. 
“On the listed priorities for the up-
coming year or two years will be to 
give remote access to our college pro-
files from anywhere,” said Humhreys.
 “For example, you’d be able to log in 
from home and be able to access all of 
the college templates and software 
from home.”
Langara students have 
one less excuse to procras-
tinate with Eduroam’s 
remote wireless access
“... You’d 
be able 
to launch 
your 
browser 
and login 
as if you 
were on 
campus.
IAN HUMPHREYS
HELP US NAB RIOTERS: POLICE
Papers not for submission — writer
The form also asked whether the pa-
per should be written in simple or uni-
versity English. 
In addition to their phone service, 
Acemytermpaper has a website where 
clients can place orders. 
The website has the following dis-
claimer: “Plagiarism … [is a] serious 
offence. Acemytermpaper assumes no 
responsibility for such content. We do 
not do research for you.”
However, a “Custom Writing” link, 
clearly visible on every page, directs 
the user to a web form where the user 
can request a custom made paper us-
ing the same specifications as through 
a phone order. 
The site’s terms and conditions say 
that only the user of the service is re-
sponsible “for the content, quality and 
final use of their [the user’s] text.” 
In addition to writing, the website 
offers users full editing services, fast 
turnaround and access to an essay ar-
chive. 
The company is listed on the busi-
ness-networking site Linkedin under 
the name Ace My Term Paper Editing. 
Lee graduated from UBC in Novem-
ber 2009, according to photos on his 
Facebook profile. 
The website was registered on June 
24, 2009, not long after Lee’s final class 
on June 12.
Lee and his website were profiled in 
Sing Tao Daily on November 11, 2009, 
as a service devoted to helping Eng-
lish-as-a-second language students 
catch up to native speakers. 
Translated from Chinese script with 
Google Translate, Lee said, “I do not 
want to use the site to make money. As 
long as the site has sufficient working 
capital to be satisfied. I also intend to 
charge 10 per cent of the cost donated 
to charity.” 
Continued from page 1
Service allows students to do homework from other campuses
JESSE WINTER photo
VPD Const. Carter Niddrie hands nursing student Lea 
Pilipow a pamphlet calling for student aid in identify-
ing Stanley Cup rioters from 104 pictures.
The $300 essay from acemyterm-
paper.com got a failing grade from 
Langara political sciences depart-
ment chair Stephen Phillips. Phil-
lips said it demonstrated a “lack of 
comprehension.”
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Step into Studio 58
Have a seat 
and enjoy 
the show
Studio 58 promises to keep audiences 
guessing with its latest production, a murder 
mystery called The 13th Chair
DAVID COOPER photos
Knife in the back – From left to right: Sean 
McQuillan, Kazz Leskard (face down), Tim 
Carlson and Stephanie Moroz.
The interrogation - from left to right -  Kris 
Przednowek, Sean McQuillan, Tim Carlson, 
Kazz Leskard,
Happy Couple - Stephanie Moroz and Tim 
Carlson
By DEVON MACKENZIE
A séance becomes the scene of a myste-rious murder in Studio 58’s latest pro-duction, The 13th Chair.The play, which is premiering today 
in Studio 58, is set in 1929 during an engagement 
party in a Vaudeville house near New York City. 
The hosts of the evening bring in Madame Ro-
salie la Grange, a famous Irish medium, in order 
to entertain guests with a séance. 
As the lights fill the stage after the séance, one 
of the guests is revealed to be dead, leaving the 
remaining 13 as murder suspects.
The production is the Western-Canadian pre-
miere of the play and is directed by the award-
winning Sarah Rodgers who says the genre of 
the play is unusual for Vancouver.
“Funnily enough, in the professional world in 
Vancouver, we don’t get a chance to do whodun-
its, I mean it’s very rare,” said Rodgers.
“It’s a bit of a lost tradition, so it’s so exciting to 
do.” 
 The cast features 16 Langara Studio 58 stu-
dents and is rounded off by the return of Langara 
alumna, Joel Ballard who says he’s happy to be 
back on stage with Studio 58.
“About two or three weeks before rehearsals 
for The 13th Chair started, I got a call from Kath-
ryn Shaw who’s the head of the program,” said 
Ballard. “She asked me what I was doing and she 
said that they had a spot open in The 13th Chair 
and that they’d love to have me back and of 
course I wanted to come back.” 
Ballard says he is excited for the play and the 
play’s setting in the 1920’s really transports view-
ers to the era.
“The show is set in a late 1920’s Vaudeville 
house and so basically there’s a show within a 
show,” said Ballard of the production. 
“The [Vaudeville] entertainers are sort of like 
the bookmarks of the show – you see them at the 
beginning and the end of each act.”
Playwright Bayard Veiller wrote The 13th 
Chair in 1916, and since then the play has seen 
many stages  on Broadway and on screen where 
it was turned into both  silent and spoken films.
“This was literally the very, very first whodun-
it,” Rodgers said of the play.”
 “It was the very first play that put the stamp 
on these stock characters and these situations 
that we’ve all grown to know so well and love.” 
The play runs until Dec. 4 with both evening 
shows and matinees.
Studio 58 also offers two free previews for stu-
dents on the 17 and 18 of November. 
Tickets are available through 
www.ticketstonight.ca or at 604-684-2787.
Actors bring 
the roaring 
20s to life
By ALEXANDRA GRANT
The 13th Chair will have audi-ences on the edge of their seats with the energetic performanc-es of its 17 member ensemble.  
The play, which is premiering today in 
Studio 58, features acting that is “a more 
natural style of melodrama,” according 
to Sarah Rodgers, the director at the 
helm of the production.
Rodgers said she relishes the opportu-
nity to give a classic whodunit plot a 
more theatrical spin.
“It’s a really delicious piece because 
we have very real characters in a real 
situation acting naturally with each oth-
er and then there’s a style that’s put on 
top of it,” she said. 
Some of the stylistic touches that Rod-
gers is including in the play are musical 
punctuations by a live pianist and tab-
leaus, which are when the cast freezes 
onstage in order to create a “picture” for 
the audience. 
The play, which was written in 1916 by 
Bayard Veiller, has been adapted several 
times into movies. The 1919 movie adap-
tation was written by Veiller himself, 
who was a popular screenwriter at the 
time.
“It was played for total naturalism in 
the movie, and I am obviously having a 
lot more fun with this and making it a lot 
more theatrical,” said Rodgers of the 
1919 film.
Second year student Cheyenne Mab-
berley, who plays the role of medium Ma-
dame Rosalie la Grange, said the energy 
of her fellow cast-members and director 
helped her channel the exuberant, come-
dic style Rodgers wanted.
“The style of the piece is something 
that I’ve never done before, and [Sarah’s] 
really hammering this very heightened 
style,” she said. 
“It’s not naturalistic at all...if some-
thing big happens we have a big head 
turn and an inhale, like in the old mov-
ies.” 
Mabberley likened the choreographed 
movements of the large ensemble piece 
to dance.
“It’s a lot of negotiation, so you have to 
treat it like a dance...we have to stay ex-
tremely focused,” she said. 
“[Sarah’s] been very good at making 
sure that we’re all listening and all in the 
moment and dancing the dance.”
In preparation for the production, 
Rodgers said she encouraged the cast to 
thoroughly research their characters in 
order to immerse themselves in their 
roles. Mabberley, for example, visited a 
local medium. 
In an effort to educate her cast about 
the era, Rodgers also shared stories 
from the 1920s at rehearsals. 
Joel Ballard, who graduated from Lan-
gara’s theatre program in April 2010, is 
returning to the Studio 58 stage for The 
13th Chair. 
The program often brings back experi-
enced actors to allow other students to 
learn from them.
“I’d always hoped that would happen 
with me, I just didn’t think it would be so 
soon,” said a laughing Ballard.
The production of The 13th Chair will 
run from November 17 to December 4.
Research and plenty of hard work let 
the large ensemble cast immerse 
themselves in the various characters
DAVID COOPER photo
Kayla Dunbar in the role of  Madame La Grange, the famous 
Irish medium who thrills guests with a séance
1	 Studio 58 has been 
at Langara College 
for 41 years
2	 It offers a three 
year acting 
program and a two 
year production 
program
3	 The program is 
named after the 
room number of 
it’s theatre space
4	 Studio 58 has four 
full-length and two 
indie-style produc-
tions every year
5 Graduates have 
done everything 
from theatre and 
film to screenplays 
and television 
shows
FACTS
Studio 58
Langara’s premier theatre school is in its 46th season
Set and costumes transport 
audiences to another time
DAVID COOPER photo
Only the crystal ball knows - Cast members from left to right: Kazz Leskard, Kris Przednowek, Kayla Dunbar, Sean McQuillan, Stephanie Moroz, Tim Carlson.  Madame La Grange entertains 
guests with a séance that results in ghastly consequences.
By MATT HYNDMAN
When you step inside Studio 58 to see The 13th Chair, prepare to feel as though you’ve been transported back in time.“The audience are going to feel like 
they’ve walked into a 1920s experience,” said Carol 
Chrisjohn, production manager for the studio.
It will begin as people file into the theatre, past an 
easel dressed up to look like it could have been pro-
moting the play when it first premiered. Once inside, 
they’ll be played in by a pianist who might have been 
plucked straight out of a fancy dinner club from the 
Roaring Twenties. 
Although the play was first performed in 1916, the 
Langara production will look and feel more like it 
came from the time the movie was released, in 1929. 
“It’s really a nod to the period,” explained Bruce 
Kennedy, the studio’s technical director. “There’s a 
very art deco look to the set.” 
He said the design, a vision of set designer David 
Roberts, was especially “elaborate and complex for 
the entry-level students.” 
“[The design] is very specific to his own aesthetic,” 
Kennedy said. 
“From the finished surfaces to the texture of the 
paint. The walls, arches and posts are very deliberate 
in their design.”
A low hanging ceiling will sit above the perform-
ers, which led to difficulties for Darren Boquist, the 
lighting designer. 
Rather than being able to project light from above, 
Boquist was forced to arrange the lights so they could 
shine in from the sides. 
But Kennedy says that rather than being a hin-
drance, the unusual lighting adds to the film noir look 
of the production. 
“It has a 1920’s coarseness to it, a blockiness of 
lighting,” he said, referring to the way the films of 
that time made prominent use of shadows on the sets 
and actors. 
Mara Gottler, the costume designer, also had her 
work cut out for her as she tried to acquire clothing to 
match the period on the studio’s relatively small bud-
get. 
Chrisjohn said Gottler made use of eBay and Value 
Village in finding clothes to match the time period . 
“The men are very formal, and the women’s dress-
es are low-waisted and beaded.” She said Gottler did 
a lot of altering to the outfits, adding decorations to 
make them fit into the flapper era. 
All of the hard work is done to realize the vision of 
the play’s director, Sarah Rodgers. Chrisjohn said 
Rodgers watched two movies of the play as well as 
other films set in that era to get a sense of the period. 
She even borrowed ideas from the HBO series Board-
walk Empire. 
And while they wouldn’t elaborate, Chrisjohn and 
Kennedy grinned as they suggested there may be 
some “old-school special effects” on display.
Production crew used art deco, film noir and even the popular HBO series, 
Boardwalk Empire, as inspiration for The 13th Chair
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So, apparently we at Langara just can’t have nice things.The vandalism of the new 
couches in the breezeway outside 
the cafeteria is frustrating and 
shameful. Just yesterday cops from 
the Integrated Riot Investigation 
Team were outside the school 
distributing flyers with photos of 
suspected Stanley Cup rioters. Is 
this the kind of thing we’re going to 
need at our school? Is campus 
security going to have to start 
prowling the halls in search of 
knife-wielding sofa slashers?
The school shelled out a lot of 
money so we could have more 
comfortable couches to relax on 
between classes, and given how 
difficult it is to 
find an empty 
seat in that 
hallway, the 
loungers are a big 
hit. Now the 
school is threat-
ening to remove 
them if the 
damage doesn’t 
cease, and 
security is saying 
that it’s likely the 
result of only one person.
That means they should be pretty 
easy to spot if we all keep our eyes 
open. 
Some students have dismissed the 
damage as college kids being 
juvenile. Well that may be true, it’s 
still no excuse, and the bad behavior 
reflects poorly on all of us.
We’ve all got exams and final 
projects coming up, and that means 
lots of late nights at school hunched 
over textbooks. I don’t know about 
you, but the end of semester is 
taking a big enough toll on us in The 
Voice newsroom without us losing 
what little comfortable seating we 
have.
Other schools get fancy student 
pubs with pool tables and coffee 
shops with great, luxurious booths.
We deserve that stuff too, but you 
can be sure no one’s going to pony 
up the cash as long as we can’t be 
trusted to keep our seats safe.
Voter turnouts on the decline, young people 
feeling totally dis-
connected; heard 
that before? With 
civic elections this 
Saturday, are you 
going to vote? 
What might it take 
to get you to the 
polls?
Civic politics is 
the often-neglect-
ed sibling in the 
political family 
but it shouldn’t 
be. 
In the hopes of 
making it easier 
for voters, 
especially 
phone-obsessed 
youths, the City 
of Vancouver has 
released the 
“Vancouver 
Votes” iPhone 
App.  The app features profiles of all 
candidates for city council, parks 
board, school board and mayor, 
information which is also available 
on the city’s website.
Users can also find out where, 
when and how to vote, as well as 
details on the $180 million loan for 
capital projects the city hopes 
voters will approve on election day.
Last month, The Voice covered 
the poor voter turnout in the 
Langara Student Union fall election 
and the idea of switching to online 
voting. Some institutions, UBC for 
example, have already made the 
switch, seeing online voting as being 
more in line with how modern 
students interact with their world.
Could municipalities be next? Last 
month, the Union of BC Municipali-
ties told the provincial government 
that BC communities would like to 
have online voting as an option. 
Making voting easier is an 
admirable notion. Civic politics 
historically has the worst turnout 
rates of the three levels of govern-
ment elections. This is a real shame 
because municipalities have broad 
and direct impacts on our daily lives. 
Those property taxes your 
parents complain about? That’s a 
decision made by city politicians.
Unhappy with the traffic on your 
street? That’s a city responsibility.  
Does your local park need better 
facilities? That’s a city responsibility. 
Concerned about police oversight? 
That’s a city responsibility.
It’s a common complaint that it’s 
hard to see the relevance of politics 
today, but when it comes to where 
you live, civic politics has a direct 
and usually immediate impact. 
Here is your chance to make a 
statement in how you want your city 
to be run. Inform yourself. Download 
the Vancouver Votes app!
OPINION
JEssE WINTER
“Here is 
your 
chance to 
make a 
statement 
in how you 
want your 
city to be 
run
OPINION
PaTRIck 
JOhNsTON
W
e pay 
for a lot 
of ser-
vices in 
our lives.
  If I need to 
submit my taxes, 
I’ll pay someone 
at H&R Block to 
do it.  If I need to 
take the bus, 
there’s a fee for 
that too. There 
are a lot of things for which I have 
neither the time, inclination or skills 
to complete myself, so I will pay 
someone to do it for me. 
It’s called ‘fee for service’ and 
these kinds of transactions happen 
every day in our capitalist economy. 
But there is a big difference 
between filling out grant applica-
tions and cheating on a school essay.
There’s a new service provider on 
campus who will take some of the 
stress off time-starved-sleep-de-
prived students by turning around 
an original term paper in 48 hours or 
less. 
As a freelancer, I have been paid 
to concept events, complete grant 
proposals and draft an entire 
business identity for clients who 
have felt that they did not have the 
skills, patience or time to do the 
work successfully themselves.  
This is a fair exchange. I don’t feel 
that I deceived the arts council who 
granted my client funding nor did 
my client feel they were cheating.  
Fee for service works, it provides a 
livelihood to hordes of freelancers, it 
creates a competitive marketplace 
that forces us to be on our games 
and it alleviates stress for people 
who are less capable in one area so 
they can succeed in domains where 
they excel.  
In principle this is just another 
standard fee for service business, 
it’s not illegal and it’s not technically 
plagiarism.  However, it’s also 
definitely not ethical.  
I’m not saying that the service 
provider in this case be shut down, 
(although I may judge their charac-
ter).  They are merely capitalizing 
on an opportunity and they are 
staying in business because people 
are using their service.  In theory, 
this is an ideal scenario for a past 
and future freelancer like me. We 
are the new enterprise generation, 
after all. I like that and want it to 
continue. The flaw in this particular 
service is with the client; while you 
may not yet have the skills to 
complete a particular paper, I would 
assume you are enrolled in school 
because you supposedly want to 
learn them.  If someone else is 
writing your papers for you, how 
will you learn?  If you don’t get 
caught, you will perhaps take this 
easier route for most of your 
diploma, enter into employment and 
produce half-assed work for the rest 
of your life, never really knowing 
the satisfaction of completing 
something yourself. 
Personally, I would rather take a 
zero because I was lazy or just did 
not have time then take that 
particular easy route. 
If you choose to use a paper 
writing service or to provide one, 
may the karma gods get you in the 
end.  
OPINION
MORNa cassIDy
Ghost-written essays might not 
be illegal, but definitely unethical
iPhone election app necessary Vandals 
make us 
all look bad
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Sylvia Tan, one of the organizers for Art-fully Yours, shows off some of the artwork that has been submitted for the auction. 
Langara hosts art auction
Art and design 
students along 
with grads prep 
for Dec. 1 auction
By JENNIFER FONG
D
ecorate your life and do-
nate to a good cause at 
Art-fully Yours, Langara’s 
first-ever art and design 
auction on Dec. 1. 
This free catered event fea-
tures artwork from students and 
faculty members, such as photo-
graphs, jewelry, and other design 
pieces. Items will be sold by silent 
auction.
 Proceeds will be split 50/50 be-
tween the artist and the depart-
ment of their choice. 
Tickets are required to attend 
and only a limited amount are 
available. Visit langara.bc.ca/ar-
tauction to claim yours.
“It’s a great event to showcase 
our arts programs,” said Sylvia 
Tan, one of the organizers of the 
event.  
Tan said they’re “pretty excit-
ed about the possibility of raising 
money for creative programs,” 
but “the important thing is for 
people to walk away with an art 
piece they love.”
So far there have been over 70 
submissions. Organizers expect 
hundreds before the Nov.23 dead-
line. 
They accept all kinds of art, re-
gardless of subject matter, as long 
as it is homemade. 
“We’re working on the honour 
system,” said Tan. She added that 
as long as it wasn’t “a massive 
statue,” all entries would likely be 
included. 
Tan said that students from 
any discipline, including past 
alumni, may donate to this cause. 
“We still welcome more art,” 
she added.
Notable submissions include 
“Merging Time” photographs 
that were recently exhibited at 
the Vancouver Archives by pho-
tography students and paper 
wreathes from design formation 
students. 
There will also be paintings 
from artists Scott Plear and Les-
ley Finleyson, both of whom have 
had their work exhibited in gal-
leries worldwide. 
“I think it’s a good idea,” said 
art student Anny Fan. “People get 
to show off their artwork and still 
earn a profit.” 
Fan plans to attend the auction 
because she “want[s] to see what 
other people have created.”
“I want to participate just to 
help support my program,” said 
art student Ashandra Block. “I 
also want to give people a chance 
to look at my artwork and see if 
anyone’s interested in buying it,” 
she added. 
DAN PALMER photo
Connie Mar with a perfect cupcake 
at the Baker’s Market.
By DANIEL PALMER
Cupcake gluttons have reason to celebrate – the second annual cup-cake-eating contest is taking place 
at Moberly Park’s Baker’s Market this 
Sunday Nov. 20 at 2 p.m.
Organizer Connie Mar, who brings 
together local artisan bakers each 
weekend at the Moberly Arts and Cul-
tural Centre, said all proceeds from the 
event will be donated to a good cause.
“All the money goes towards inner-
city school breakfast and lunch pro-
grams. It’s really important to have a 
full stomach when you go to school.”
Participants pay a $15 entrance fee 
to consume as many decadent cup-
cakes as possible in five-minutes. The 
winner takes home a trophy, bragging 
rights and if they can still stomach 
them, more cupcakes.
“You have to be over 18-years-old. 
Last year we had a competitive food 
eater – so he’s a professional – that 
won. He downed 17 cupcakes. But nor-
mal people can only eat like five or six 
in five minutes,” said Mar, noting that 
last year’s winner is not eligible to com-
pete again.
Participants have developed varying 
competitive strategies to increase their 
patisserie payload.
“We give them a bottle of water. 
Some people like to wet the cupcakes, 
some people like to just down it and 
then eat a cupcake,” Mar said.
The Baker’s Market is located at 61 
Ave. East and Prince Albert St. and 
runs each Saturday from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and offers a range of culinary 
crowd-pleasers. Samplings include 
homemade fudge, Japanese meme 
cookies and even Mar’s own authentic 
Parisian chai-bacon maracoons.
“I really enjoy it because I’m a hobby 
baker myself but I enjoy eating. So I fig-
ure I can’t bake it all myself, so I buy 
from everybody else,” said Mar. “We 
started with six tables and now we’ve 
grown to 21. It takes time, everything 
starts small as a little seed.”
But the Baker’s Market has blos-
somed into a gathering place for those 
who respect the art of baking, said food 
blogger Jenny Shen.
“I live in Surrey and I drive all the 
way to Vancouver because I love bak-
ers’ fairs,” said Shen, who lamented 
she hadn’t brought enough cash to sat-
isfy her cravings at the market last 
weekend.
“But that just means I’m going to 
have to come back next week,” she 
said.
Mar said students should be attract-
ed by the prices as it’s free admission, 
free parking and free samples.
Need your sugar fix? 
Think about signing up for 
the cupcake eating contest 
Ultimate 
sweet tooth
By MATT HYNDMAN
If you’re looking for a different kind of art exhibition from the usual gal-lery fare, you might want to check 
out the Eastside Culture Crawl, which 
takes place Nov. 18 to 20th on Vancou-
ver’s East Side. 
Not simply bound to one gallery, the 
Culture Crawl stretches from Main 
Street east to Victoria Drive. 
Over 300 local artists in about 70 
buildings will take part in small, pri-
vate studios and larger studios such as 
Parker Street Studios, which will hold 
works from around 120 artists. The full 
list of locations can be found at east-
sideculturecrawl.com, along with a 
downloadable program guide.
“The initial impulse . . . was to pro-
vide an opportunity for artists who 
didn’t have representation in the gal-
lery system in the city to connect with 
the public,” said Jeffrey Boone, execu-
tive director of the event.
Boone says that with such a wide va-
riety of art on display, anyone who’s 
interested in local handmade art will 
find something they like. “It ranges 
from painting to photography, sculp-
ture, jewelry, ceramics, furniture, vid-
eo and film.”
While one could easily spend a day 
inspecting the work on display in the 
bigger venues, Boone suggests dress-
ing warmly and venturing out into the 
neighbourhood.
“Just start to walk from studio to stu-
dio and talk to artists about what 
they’re doing. Feel free to ask ques-
tions too, they will probably recom-
mend other people to go see,” he says.
“I love interacting with my clients,” 
says Carla Tak, an artist based out of 
Parker Street Studios who is preparing 
for her eighth Crawl. 
She thinks it offers a great opportu-
nity for people who don’t normally visit 
the area to experience a hip neighbour-
hood where artists have taken advan-
tage of cheap rent. Tak says that even if 
you don’t you know the language of art, 
the best thing to do is just be drawn in 
by what moves you. 
“Art is intuitive and it’s what you 
look at and what you feel, so just come 
in and enjoy.”
Boone wants guests to take away a 
message about the eastern core of the 
city. 
“Pay attention to how these studios 
are connected to the neighbourhoods 
that they’re in. [The artists] are an in-
tegral part of the area.”
“There’s tons of really interesting 
things being made in that area by hand, 
and you can support that activity by 
buying art from them.”
Go check out Vancouver’s East Side 
Beginning on Nov. 18, the Eastside Culture Crawl will showcase some of the city’s best artwork  
1	 The Eastside Culture Crawl begins on Nov. 18 and ends on Nov. 20
2	 Galleries sprawl from Main Street to Victoria Drive 
3	 More than 300 artists are currently involved 
4	 Parker Street Studios will house art from about 120 contributors 
5	 Types of art include paintings, photography, sculpture, jewelry, ceramics, furniture, 
video and film   Source: Jeffrey Boone, executive director of the crawl
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“Art is 
intuitive...
and it’s 
what you 
feel, so just 
come and 
enjoy
CARLA TAK, 
Vancouver artist 
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Falcons basketball teams fail
to soar in first games of year
Photos courtesy of BRENT DUNLOP
Left: Langara’s Brody Greig displays good agility during the Falcons first game of the season against Vancouver Island University’s 
Mariners on Friday, Nov. 11. VIU took the game 87-68. Right: Langara’s Rhea Silvestri takes command of the ball during the Falcons 
away game against the VIU Mariners on Friday, Nov. 11. However, VIU won 72-37.
In the two opening games of the season the men’s team came close 
despite injuries while the women’s team didn’t stand a chance
By DEVON MACKENZIE
T
he Falcons women’s and men’s 
basketball teams fell behind this 
past weekend in their first regu-
lar season PacWest conference 
games against Vancouver Island Uni-
versity and Camosun College.
The men’s team lost to VIU on Fri-
day Nov. 11 with a final score of 87-68. 
Coach Jake McCallum said the team 
played well but was hindered by injury.
“On Friday our team showed a lot of 
character and played tough on the road 
against arguably the best team in our 
league, [but] our lack of depth due to 
injuries really hurt us,” he said.
The women’s team also lost to VIU 
on Friday with a final score of 72-37. 
Coach Mike Evans attributed the 
team’s loss to the age and inexperience 
of the Langara team compared to the 
more experienced veteran VIU team.
“Friday night at VIU we were never 
in the game,” said Evans. 
“They dominated us from the early 
going... we did not come close to play-
ing with the same intensity and confi-
dence they did, and our execution of 
our systems was so poor that we never 
had a chance.”
Saturday was a similar situation for 
the women with a loss of 63-34 against 
Camosun. Evans said the game was 
even more disappointing because 
Camosun is closer to the Falcons in 
both age and talent. 
Evans said that too many turnovers 
and poor rebounding made it difficult 
for the Falcons to score enough points 
to stay in the game, but he knows what 
the team needs to do to improve. 
“We need to learn to match the in-
tensity of the good teams in our league 
and we must get better at running our 
systems,” he said. 
“When we get beat because the oth-
er team is better and we play as well 
and compete as hard as possible then 
we can say we gave our best. The best 
team is supposed to win and we did not 
do [our best] this past weekend.”
The men’s team kept it close against 
Camosun on Saturday and led in the 
fourth quarter but fell short by five 
points for a final score of 86-81. 
“We should have won the game on 
Saturday but did not play well down 
the stretch and we gave the game 
away,” said McCallum. 
“We turned the ball over late in the 
game and made some defensive errors 
that cost us a road win.”
The next games of the season are on 
Nov. 18 against Quest University and 
Nov. 19 against Capilano University.
By LYNDA CHAPPLE
Hosting college-level tournaments at Langara is difficult not only due to a shortage of facilities on 
campus but because of a lack of money, 
time and staffing, according to acting 
director of athletics Jake McCallum.
However, for Langara coaches, ath-
letes and students who use the gym 
building every day, the lack of athletic 
facilities available at the college do not 
seem to be of concern.
“We aren’t a huge department,” said 
McCallum who oversees the athletic 
department of three staff members 
plus five head-coaches, “sometimes it 
has to do with staffing.” 
McCallum said the lack of facilities 
on campus means they must host 
events off-site such as the 2005 and 2006 
national soccer championships, which 
were held at Burnaby Lake but hosted 
by Langara.
The college does realize the need to 
expand facilities such as the gym but 
explains it is “really hard to find the 
money,” McCallum said.
 “Money is being cut everywhere not 
necessarily at Langara but province-
wide,” he said. 
“Not only would we like more space 
for athletics but for instructional time 
as well.”
McCallum explained that the gym 
building is at full capacity Monday to 
Thursday, with classes filling the gym 
from 8 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.
According to McCallum, the lack of 
facilities does not seem to affect Langa-
ra’s ability to attract athletes.
“I have never had any coaches tell 
me they’ve lost a player because of a 
lack of facilities,” he said. 
Rhea Silvestri, a second year student 
at Langara who plays on the women’s 
basketball team, said she is very happy 
with the gym.
 “We have pretty much everything 
we need,” said Silvestri.
Silvestri said she is “not really fazed” 
by the college’s inability to host basket-
ball tournaments in their home gym.
“I came here to play basketball,” said 
Silvestri, who was scouted by coach Ev-
ans when she was still in high school.
Denise Busayong, a human kinetics 
student, said she also came to Langara 
to play basketball.
“I heard really good things about 
Mike, the coach,” said Busayong.
She admitted “the gym is a bit out-
dated,” and said she thinks it’s time for 
a new gym. 
Hayley Toth, an arts and science stu-
dent and member of the Langara wom-
en’s basketball team, explained that 
the college provides athletes with free 
passes to the YMCA due to the lack of a 
weight facility at the college.
“It makes up for other things,” said 
Toth, of the free gym pass. 
Play matters to athletes, not facility 
While Langara realizes 
the need for a new gym, 
coaches and athletes say 
limited athletic facilities 
on campus are no big deal
Goaltender
Loren Lidin
bids adieu to
soccer team
After five years of being
in net for the Falcons, 
Lidin says goodbye to her 
teammates and to her com-
petitive soccer career
By ALANNA HARDINGE-ROONEY
Loren Lidin is saying farewell to competitive soccer after more than 14 years, including five seasons in 
net with the Langara Falcons. 
The 22-year-old goalkeeper rounded 
out her college career Oct. 30 with a 3-0 
shutout win over the Kwantlen Eagles 
to capture bronze at provincial playoffs 
in Kelowna.
“It was bittersweet,” she said. “It 
wasn’t the game that we wanted to be 
in, however we were happy we won 
that day.”
Lidin, for her part, has little to feel 
disappointed about.
In addition to receiving her third top 
goaltender award at the tournament, 
she has been named PacWest’s first or 
second allstar teams for four years run-
ning. She was also deemed both a pro-
vincial and national college player of 
the year in 2009 and was recognized by 
Sport BC as the top college athlete of 
the year in 2010. 
“She has excelled individually, win-
ning virtually every award that you 
can,” said her coach Ryan Birt.
Since her first soccer practice at age 
eight, Lidin said she has wanted to be 
in net.
“I think it’s just the attitude of being 
an all or nothing player,” she said. “It’s 
just a mindset that I had that I really 
liked.”
Birt said the team was lucky to have 
Lidin stick with them for her full eligi-
bility at the college level.
“As a goalkeeper, she’s blessed with 
some good physical attributes,” he 
said. “She’s five-foot-10, she’s very ath-
letic, she’s got great hands.”
As for the future, Lidin said she will 
continue to play soccer, but not as a 
goalkeeper and not competitively. The 
marketing and management student 
also said she’d like to carry her passion 
for sports into a career.
“I know Sport BC is right in Rich-
mond so I hope I can whittle my way in 
there,” she said.
Lidin leaves behind a team that 
“looks up to her and respects her for 
what she’s done,” said Birt. 
Lidin’s advice to them is simply to 
“work hard, have fun.”
“My worst years were when I wasn’t 
having fun, because I didn’t have the 
passion,” she said.
ALANNA HARDINGE-ROONEY photo
Loren Lidin, a marketing and man-
agement student at Langara, who 
finished her five-year long soccer 
career with the Falcons on Oct. 30 is 
done playing competitively.
“We have 
pretty 
much 
everything 
we need.
RHEA SILVESTRI
Langara women’s
basketball player
	 Nov. 18 against 
Quest University
	 Nov. 19 against 
Capilano University 
	 Nov. 25 against 
Douglas College
	 Nov. 26 against 
Columbia Bible 
College 
	 Dec. 1 against 
Kwantlen Polytech-
nic University
Source: Langara Falcons
SEASON
games
